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Questions and Answers of District 10 Candidates for Halifax Election 2020 
 
Candidate Kyle Morton Answers  
 
Affordable Housing  
 
1. We are experiencing an affordable housing crisis. The vacancy rate is just below 1%, and for 
those living with a low or moderate income, it is below 0.5%.The Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership has brought all three levels of government together with recommendations to 
improve affordable housing policies. What three policies/initiatives would you advocate for 
to  see more affordable housing in the district? 
 
My plan broadly is to set clear standards for what can be built and where so we have a 
transparent system where new constructions that are built to code don’t have to go through 
a multi-year approvals limbo. This will help increase the supply of housing overall, and we can 
fine-tune it with the use of incentives and government support where required to have a 
healthier, more balanced housing market for the full housing spectrum. Over time, the 
increased tax base will also help provide more funds to use to combat homelessness and 
tackle other important priorities. For other policies, I would like to look into a housing 
speculation tax, and potentially increasing regulation around Airbnb style rentals. The only 
thing that will truly bring up the vacancy rate is expanding the housing supply significantly 
though. 
 
Pedestrian Safety  
 
2. If elected councillor, what would you do to enhance pedestrian safety in the district?  
 
I want to slow down cars on residential streets and expand the number of sidewalks 
available, especially in areas with none. 
 
What actions would you take to improve the following?  
 
A) Ensuring crosswalk buttons are wheelchair accessible.  

 
I think we should instate a policy of placing the buttons low enough that wheelchair users 
have no trouble reaching them. This has the added advantage of making them easier for 
children to reach. 
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B) Ensuring public spaces and business are fully wheelchair accessible.  
 

I want to set rules for new constructions to have decent minimum accessibility standards and 
subsidize retrofitting older buildings to make them more accessible without putting an undue 
burden on building owners. 
 
C) Ensuring the safety of students crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   

 
I'd like to add another sidewalk to Main, and absolutely make sure sidewalks are not icy 
during winter. As a High School student, not so long ago, Winters were often very difficult 
because of sidewalks where the snow had been removed, but were left unsalted or 
insufficiently salted and so a thick layer of ice formed that made them treacherous to walk 
on.  
 
Public Safety  
 
3.  
 
A) Regarding policing, would you support and advocate for body worn cameras for the police? 

Why or why not? 
 

I would support it. I think body cameras help add accountability to the police and their 
actions, but also help defend them when they've done nothing wrong.  
 
B) Would you support and advocate for support sobering centres? Why or why not? 

 
Absolutely. Alcohol and drug abuse causes more tragedy than I would like to imagine, and 
anything we can do to help reduce it is money well spent. 
 
C) Currently the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team is available from 1PM-1AM via phone. This 

limits the time which they can offer in person intervention and support. They also do not 
respond to those voicing self-harm and/or harm on others which leaves loved ones having 
to call the police. Instead of calling the police, what alternative plan of action would you 
bring forward for those in a mental health and/or addiction crisis?  

 
I think expanding the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team and providing the resources it needs 
to do its mandate more comprehensively is a good place to start. I do think it's better to try 
and involve health professionals wherever possible with regards to mental health, but in the 
circumstances of someone voicing intent to cause harm on others, it's still necessary to have 
the police involved at some level. 
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Recreation  
 
4. 
 
A) The district has very limited recreational facilities or opportunities. The Canada Games  
      Centre is not an affordable option for the majority. What would you propose to bring  
      additional accessible and affordable recreational opportunities to the community? 
 
The Northcliffe Centre should not have been "replaced" by the Canada Games Centre as 
they're not equivalent because, as mentioned, the Canada Games Centre isn't an affordable 
option. I would like to see a new community centre in the style of the Northcliffe centre, with 
a focus on offering low-cost programs and facilities to families and children in particular. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for either a splashpad or skateboard park at the Titus park? 
 
Yes. I'd like to support a splashpad, but only after the pandemic is over. 
 
Streetscaping  
 
5.  
 
A) What beautification and streetscaping along Dutch Village Road, including sidewalks and bus  
     stops would you advocate for? 
 
I want to talk more with the local community before taking a hard stance on this. 
Beautification ideas can often sound good on paper but have unintended consequences, so I 
want to canvass more in the area and talk to people directly to hear what they have to say.  
 
B) There is currently only one sidewalk on Main Avenue, would you support and advocate for  
     the second sidewalk for main avenue? 
 
Yes, absolutely. It's exceptionally dangerous on the side without a sidewalk. C. The LED 
community sign at Titus Street Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not worked 
for some time. What would you do to rectify this situation? 
 
C) The LED community sign in Titus Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not been  
    not working for some time, what would you do to rectify this situation? 
 

mailto:info@frcns.com


 

The Fairview Resource Centre 

6 Titus Street Halifax, NS  

B3N 2Y7 

902.443.9569 
info@frcns.com 
www.frcns.com 

I want to see how much it would cost to fix up, and then either do so, or 
replace it with a more reliable alternative.  
 
6.  What are your main concerns with active transportation in the district? How would you 
address these concerns?  
 
My number one concern for active transportation is making sure sidewalks are available and 
safe and I want to make sure we budget enough to expand our sidewalk network and make 
sure it's well maintained, especially in the Winter when the ice can be extremely dangerous. I 
don't support putting bike lanes everywhere, but I think where we do place them, they 
should ideally have physical barriers to help keep bikers, and particularly novice bikers, safe. 
 
7. Do you live in District 10?  
 
Yes. I live near the Duc d'Anville elementary school, where I went when I was a child.  
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Candidate Renee Field Answers  
 
Affordable Housing  
 
1. We are experiencing an affordable housing crisis. The vacancy rate is just below 1%, and for 

those living with a low or moderate income, it is below 0.5%.The Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership has brought all three levels of government together with recommendations to 
improve affordable housing policies. What three policies/initiatives would you advocate for 
to  see more affordable housing in the district? 

 
I think Council needs to empower Community Council to help address this growing issue. The 
three policies, as stated in the report, I would fully endorse: Increase the supply of affordable 
housing options that meet peoples’ need Reduce the number of residents living in core 
housing need Foster a Strong Housing Sector 
 
Pedestrian Safety  
 
2. If elected councillor, what would you do to enhance pedestrian safety in the district?  
 
It’s clear a pedestrian safety audit needs to be done throughout this district. We need to 
address the lack of sidewalks on main streets like Willett and Main Avenue which are main 
bus routes and access point for schools. Traffic calming measures is another major issue. We 
need speed bumps, and raised crosswalks, and more 4-way stops to slow down commuters 
cutting through residential streets to get to Dutch Village Road. Residents in the area with 
children need to know if their child is walking to school that it’s safe. At the moment, that’s 
not the case and changes must take place ASAP throughout the district. 

 
A) Ensuring crosswalk buttons are wheelchair accessible. 

 
This needs to be mandated throughout HRM to address accessibility for all, including seniors 
and people in wheelchairs or using walkers. Heights for all buttons must meet the code for 
accessibility and the walking signs needs to allow enough time for people to safely walk 
across streets. 
 
B) Ensuring public spaces and business are fully wheelchair accessible. 
 
Again, this is an accessibility issue for all including seniors using walkers and those in 
wheelchairs. The city needs to have a bylaw and make it mandatory that all new businesses 
follow accessibility codes and work to ensure public space is accessible for all or allocate that 
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for any new parks and playgrounds 50% must be accessible. This can be 
implemented in stages. I was pleased to see the provincial government last week announce 
that any new sit-down restaurants and cafés starting up in Nova Scotia will need an 
accessible washroom, entrances and pathways to meet food safety requirements. 
 
 
C) Ensuring the safety of students crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   
 
Yes, this is essential and honestly have no idea why this wasn’t implemented a decade ago. 
The amount of traffic on Dutch Village Road has more than doubled and it’s not safe for 
pedestrians to cross even when utilizing the cross walks. 
 
 
D) Ensuring the safety of student crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   
 
There are already two crossing guards posted at this busy intersection during school hours 
and that’s essential to forcing commuters to slow down and must be maintained. It would 
also be good to have during the first few days of school a police presence on site to ensure 
drivers know this is a busy intersection. 
 
Public Safety  
 
3.  

 
A) Regarding policing, would you support and advocate for body worn cameras for the police? 

Why or why not? 
 
I believe it’s time HRP had body cameras. Trust works both ways and body cameras would go 
a long way to helping address some of the systematic issues facing HRP. Better HRP training 
would also help. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for support sobering centres? Why or why not? 

 
Absolutely and in 2020 I have no idea why we don’t have these in place in HRM. Studies 
throughout other Canadian cities have proven the effective outcome of care for substance 
dependent persons. Specialized trained staff, and outreach support people are key to 
managing a sobering centre and this would cost less overall than utilizing HRP staff and 
resources and would have more of a lasting positive outcome for people facing these issues. 
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C) Currently the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team is available from 1PM-1AM 
via phone. This limits the time which they can offer in person intervention and support. 
They also do not respond to those voicing self-harm and/or harm on others which leaves 
loved ones having to call the police. Instead of calling the police, what would your plan of 
action be for those suffering from mental health and/or addiction challenges?  

 
The Mental health crisis support line works 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and does deal with 
issues of self-harm. At the moment there is no alternative but to call the police. MHMCT is a 
co-response model with police and has 4 Halifax Regional Police dedicated to the service and 
all mobile visits include an MHMCT police officer and a mental health clinician. As Councillor, 
I would meet with mental health experts to determine what mode they’d like to see in  the 
city to address this issue but I agree that having police respond to these issues might not be 
the most effective use of resources. 
 
Recreation  
 
4. 
 
A) The district has very limited recreational facilities or opportunities. The Canada Games 

Centre is not an affordable option for the majority. What would you propose to bring 
additional accessible and affordable recreational opportunities to the community? 

 
The city recently entered into a new management agreement with CGC which 
requires the CGC to transfer current accumulated surplus funds, and any future surpluses and 
existing reserves to the Multi-District Capital Reserve. Funds contributed to this reserve by a 
facility are allocated to that individual facility for future capital projects when in truth they 
should be allocated to a special “community use programming fund” which would allow 
discount pricing for community members for rentals and programming. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for either a splashpad or skateboard park at the Titus 

park? 
 
I think either are great ideas but feel this should be taken to the community to best 
determine what they’d like to see in this spot. And, wouldn’t it be nice to have both. If the 
city can work with businesses and access community funds and provincial funds allocated for 
recreation and healthy living, the time has come to think big for Titus park. 
 
Streetscaping  
 
5.  
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A) What beautification and streetscaping along Dutch Village Road, including sidewalks and 

bus stops would you advocate for? 
 
Engagement with local businesses to create beautification programs would benefit the 
residents and the community and with a partnership with the city for sidewalks and bus stops 
(with shelters and seats) is a must. The area’s population is booming and this is the time to 
get developers to invest in the community. 
 
B) There is currently only one sidewalk on Main Avenue, would you support and advocate for 

the second sidewalk for main avenue? 
 
Yes. A number of streets in Fairview are in need of sidewalks on both sides and with current 
population boom it’s a safety issue. 
 
C) The LED community sign in Titus Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not been 

not working for some time, what would you do to rectify this situation? 
 
Make sure funds are allocated to fix this and get parks and planning to address the visibility 
issue. 
 
6. What are your main concerns with active transportation in the district? How would you 
address these concerns? 
 
There isn’t enough active transportation in the district and we’re not providing safe access 
like proper bike lanes to connect neighbourhoods throughout the district. There are federal 
and provincial funds the city can access to help create active transportation modes. 
 
7. Do you live in District 10? 
 
Yes. I’ve lived here for over 20 years.  
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Candidate Kathryn Morse Answers 
 
Affordable Housing  
 
1.  We are experiencing an affordable housing crisis. The vacancy rate is just below 1%, and for 

those living with a low or moderate income, it is below 0.5%.The Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership has brought all three levels of government together with recommendations to 
improve affordable housing policies. What three policies/initiatives would you advocate for 
to  see more affordable housing in the district? 

 
There hasn’t been any significant construction of affordable housing in Halifax since the early 
1990’s, which has contributed to the current severe shortage in HRM. As councillor I would 
advocate for HRM to contribute municipally-owned land for affordable housing projects; I 
would advocate for HRM to apply for federal infrastructure funding to build new affordable, 
accessible and energy-efficient housing; and I would advocate for HRM to work with 
community non-profits and co-ops to construct new affordable housing projects. It’s 
important to start building new affordable housing units to increase the overall supply of 
housing and stabilize rents throughout HRM. I’m also in favour of regulating short-term 
rentals like Air B and Bs. 
 
Pedestrian Safety  
 
2. If elected councillor, what would you do to enhance pedestrian safety in the district?  
 
I would work with HRM staff and community organizations like the Fairview Resource 
Centre and Vision Zero to identify high priority locations for additional safety measures such 
as traffic lights, crosswalks, safety beacons, and sidewalks. I would advocate for more traffic 
calming measures such as speed humps on residential streets that are experiencing high 
traffic volumes. I would advocate for reducing speed limits in residential areas to 30-40 
km/hour, as recommended by Vision Zero. I will also advocate for more police enforcement 
of speeding. 
 
What actions would you take to improve the following? 
 
 
A) Ensuring cross-walk buttons are wheelchair accessible. 
 
I would work to ensure all crosswalk buttons are installed at the appropriate level for people 
in wheelchairs to use comfortably. 
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B) Ensuring public spaces and business are fully wheelchair accessible.  
 
I will work with the Accessibility Advisory Committee, HRM staff and community partners 
for HRM to provide tax incentives and accessibility grants for businesses. The grants should 
require the use of CSA accessibility guidelines to modify buildings. I will work with the 
Accessibility Advisory Committee, HRM staff, community partners and council to fast-track 
improvements and modifications for public buildings for wheelchair accessibility, including 
accessible parking and barrier-free washrooms. 
 
C) Regarding cross walks, putting flashing lights for Dutch Village Road cross walks. 
 
I will advocate for maintaining crossing guards on high volume streets like Main Avenue and 
Dunbrack during school arrival and departure times. 
 
Public Safety  
 
3.  
 
A) Regarding policing, would you support and advocate for body worn cameras for the police? 

Why or why not? 
 
Yes I support body-worn cameras for police because I think they could promote both the 
safety of police officers and the general public. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for support sobering centres? Why or why not? 
 
Yes I support sobering centres because they have been shown in other cities to be safer than 
the police lockup for people with chronic alcohol abuse problems. A sobering centre would 
have staff who are trained and mandated to look after the health of clients. Sobering centres 
can also help address homelessness by giving substance abusers a safe place to stay as well as 
support services while they are recovering. The Corey Rodgers case showed the need for 
change. 
 
C) Currently the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team is available from 1PM-1AM via phone. This 

limits the time which they can offer in person intervention and support. They also do not 
respond to those voicing self-harm and/or harm on others which leaves loved ones having 
to call the police. Instead of calling the police, what would your plan of action be for those 
suffering from mental health and/or addiction challenges?  

 
I am in favour of the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team being staffed 24 hours a day and 
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funded appropriately. I would also support more collaborative policing where 
police respond to mental health calls with the support of health professionals. 
 
Recreation  
 
4.  
 
A) The district has very limited recreational facilities or opportunities. The Canada Games 

Centre is not an affordable option for the majority. What would you propose to bring 
additional accessible and affordable recreational opportunities to the community? 

 
Fairview needs a centrally-located accessible community hub that could offer recreation 
for children, youth, adults and seniors. It could also include a community kitchen for classes 
and events. I understand a community hub is something the United Way and other partners 
want to develop and it’s a project I would support if elected councillor. Since it will likely take 
a few years to have a purpose built facility in the meantime I would advocate for gym sharing 
options with local churches and schools, and discounted recreation passes for Centennial 
Rink. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for either a splashpad or skateboard park at the Titus 

park? 
 
Yes—I would also like to see some benches or seating installed, as well as some shade trees. 
Community gardens is another option I would like to explore. 
 
Streetscaping  
 
A) What beautification and streetscaping along Dutch Village Road, including sidewalks and 

bus stops would you advocate for? 
 
There are 16,000 vehicles per day travelling on Dutch Village Rd. Over a recent 3 year 
period, Dutch Village Road had 56 car accidents so improvements are necessary for safety 
reasons. There has been a big increase in the population density of Fairview in the last few 
years and Dutch Village needs upgrades to be pedestrian-friendly and for safe transit use. As 
a minimum, both sides of Dutch Village Road should have proper curbs and drainage and the 
west side of Dutch Village Road needs a sidewalk to provide transit accessibility. It would be 
safer to eliminate nose-in parking and have bike lanes or a multi-use pathway, separated by 
street trees and landscaping. There should also be more crosswalks added with flashing 
beacons. Traffic lights are probably required at the bottom of Rosedale. 
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B) There is currently only one sidewalk on Main Avenue, would you support 
and advocate for the second sidewalk for main avenue? 

 
Yes I have spoken with many Fairview residents about this and will advocate for a second 
sidewalk on Main. It’s needed on such a high-traffic street and such an important bus route. 
 
C) The LED community sign in Titus Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not been 

not working for some time, what would you do to rectify this situation? 
 

I would ask city staff to fix the sign so it can be read from both directions. 
 
6. What are your main concerns with active transportation in the district? How would you 
address these concerns? 
 
Many parts of Fairview do not have sidewalks so walking is difficult for children, seniors, 
parents with strollers, and anyone with mobility issues or in a wheelchair. I would advocate 
for more sidewalks throughout Fairview, starting with bus routes and high priority streets like 
Main and Dutch Village where sidewalks are needed on both sides of the street. Fairview also 
needs a safe bike route, and I would advocate for a separated multi-use pathway on Dutch 
Village Road that connects to other bike routes through HRM. 
 
7. Do you live in District 10? 
 
Yes I’ve lived in District 10 for more than 35 years, and currently live in the older part of 
Clayton Park near Dunbrack. 
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Candidate Andrew Curran Answers 
 
Affordable Housing 
 
1. We are experiencing an affordable housing crisis. The vacancy rate is just below 1%, and for 

those living with a low or moderate income, it is below 0.5%.The Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership has brought all three levels of government together with recommendations to 
improve affordable housing policies. What three policies/initiatives would you advocate for 
to  see more affordable housing in the district? 

 
I will advocate for more than 3 policies to support affordable housing. Some will include: 

• HRM needs to build more affordable community housing within HRM; encourage 
more co-ops, inclusionary housing with new development 

•  Advocate for mixed income housing development within communities 

• Provide incentives to residents who build accessibility into their secondary and 

• backyard suites for seniors and those with mobility impairments. This might be 
achieved with a tax break incentive. 

• I will represent residents’ wishes on rent control to province 
 
Pedestrian Safety  
 
2. If elected councillor, what would you do to enhance pedestrian safety in the district?  
 
I will: 

• Ask the province to implement 40 Km/h MAX speed limit in residential areas 

• Add sidewalks where they are missing, and also leading to schools where they are 
needed 

• Support adding more orange crosswalk flags 

• Add high visibility crosswalks at all schools 

• Add speed humps to calm speeding and advocating for mobile photo radar, where 
excessive speeders get a ticket in the mail. 

• Advocate for truck side guards on large HRM vehicles and on those owned by HRM 
contractors -  garbage trucks, box vans, dump trucks, cement trucks, Etc. 

• Take action based on expert recommendations and best practices 
 
 
What actions would you take to improve the following? 
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A) Ensuring cross-walk buttons are wheelchair accessible.  
 

I would consult wheelchair users for their input. Trying to have mobility issues in mind at all 
times, I will advocate for crosswalk buttons to be placed at proper height for wheelchair 
users, and proper sidewalks up to the pole, with proper snow clearing. 
 
B) Ensuring public spaces and business are fully wheelchair accessible.  
 
I will support Nova Scotia’s Accessibility Act and educate business owners on the Nova Scotia 
Business ACCESS-Ability Grant Program. This will help to make public buildings inclusive and 
barrier-free by 2030. Having ramps, or level entrances, and door openers will help reduce the 
barriers to accessing buildings for wheelchair users. 
 
C) Regarding cross walks, putting flashing lights for Dutch Village Road cross walks. 
 
I definitely support advocating for flashing lights at crosswalks on Dutch Village Rd. 
 
D) Ensuring the safety of student crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   
 
That is a very dangerous intersection, especially for pedestrians. I would advocate for school 
crosswalk guards for both elementary and high school students, during their dismissal times 
for the two groups. I will also advocate for a left-only turn signal at Main Street and 
Dunbrack,, going up Main, so that left-turning traffic will have an easier chance to make the 
turn on to Dunbrack. When the left turn signal turns red, the students can cross Main with 
much less chance of making contact with a moving vehicle. 
 
Public Safety 
 
3.  

 
A) Regarding policing, would you support and advocate for body worn cameras for the police? 

Why or why not? 
 
Yes, I absolutely will advocate for body worn cameras for the police. This will help bring an 
added layer of accountability to the police and also to involved citizens. Body worn cameras 
provide an added layer of protection, a video record of the incident that can be later used to 
corroborate the reports from police and citizens, and be used an evidence by the police and 
also our citizens. 
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B) Would you support and advocate for support sobering centres? Why or why not? 
 
Yes, I would advocate for the creation of sobering centres and for the end of “drunk tanks”. 
People who are simply inebriated do not deserve to be treated without dignity in a jail. They 
need a safe place to sober up, without being treated like a bad person or criminal. There are 
several municipalities that have already switched over to sobering centres and have had 
great success. 
 
C) Currently the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team is available from 1PM-1AM via phone. This 

limits the time which they can offer in person intervention and support. They also do not 
respond to those voicing self-harm and/or harm on others which leaves loved ones having 
to call the police. Instead of calling the police, what would your plan of action be for those 
suffering from mental health and/or addiction challenges?  

 
 
The Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team needs to be separated from the police department and 
the police budget. They need to have additional funding to support hiring additional staff and 
training. Mental health crisis can happen anytime of day or night, and as such, the service 
should be available 24 hours a days. Instead of calling police, who don’t specialize in mental 
health interventions, citizens should be able to find help 24/7 by highly trained individuals. 
 
Recreation 
 
4.  
 
A) The district has very limited recreational facilities or opportunities. The Canada Games 

Centre is not an affordable option for the majority. What would you propose to bring 
additional accessible and affordable recreational opportunities to the community? 

 
There are several options that we can use to bring back HRM’s affordable recreational 
programs, Eg. kid’s karate, in-service &amp; summer days camps, teen leadership programs, 
group guitar lessons, pottery, tole painting, aerobics, and much more. I can advocate for HRM 
Recreation to partner with the Canada Game Centre, to utilize their space for HRM Rec 
programs. Another option is to have HRM partner with the many churches and schools in our 
district. It’s worth noting that with all of the new tax dollars coming in from all of the 
development, HRM should be able to build us a new community centre, somewhere within 
our District 10. It’s a discussion for our community. 
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B) Would you support and advocate for either a splashpad or skateboard park 
at the Titus park? 

 
Yes, in fact that idea has been part of my platform since 2016. Titus Smith Memorial Park is 
the perfect place for a splash pad because of the population density that lives there, how 
much the park is used these days by multigenerational families, it’s on a transit route, and it’s 
a beautiful park that has the space for it. Splash Pads are used as recreational activity. 
 
Streetscaping  
 
A) What beautification and streetscaping along Dutch Village Road, including sidewalks and 

bus stops would you advocate for? 
 
This is something that I’m eager to see happen. DVR has so much potential to be transformed 
into a beautiful and walkable neighbourhood. “Downtown Fairview” is becoming known in 
HRM as the place to come for a multicultural food experience. Let’s make it look appealing 
with new, proper sidewalks and bus shelters on both sides of the street, benches, trees, 
greenery, more garbage cans on poles, repair fading names on street signs, ensure cable 
companies remove excess wiring so that it’s not hanging down to the ground. I would ask 
HRM to enforce garbage disposal compliance, so that it doesn’t get left out for a week, or 
more, creating an unsightly mess. 
 
B) There is currently only one sidewalk on Main Avenue, would you support and advocate for 

the second sidewalk for main avenue? 
 
Absolutely, yes! I’ve spoken about this very issue since 2016. It seems ridiculous that if you 
wish to catch a bus going down Main St, that you must walk on the side of the road to get 
there. This is unacceptable, especially for seniors in the wintertime. I would advocate for a 
second sidewalk on Main Ave. 
 
C) The LED community sign in Titus Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not been 

not working for some time, what would you do to rectify this situation? 
 
I would replace the sign with one that is much more reliable, and can be seen on both sides, 
for traffic to see from both directions. There is an unfortunate issue with this sign in that it 
can be so bright as to light up the homes across the street, to the point their rooms inside 
their homes are lit up bright at night. This causes sleep problems amongst other issues. We 
need to find a solution to that issue. Perhaps there can be a policy that bright colours are not 
used on the sign after dark, or consider repositioning the sign, or even finding a sign that isn’t 
so illuminating. 
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6. What are your main concerns with active transportation in the district? How would you 
address these concerns? 
 
One of the biggest concerns with active transportation in our district is intermittent bicycle 
lanes and a lack of sidewalks, especially along the Bedford Highway and into our 
communities. Some people point out that only 4% of the downtown workforce uses the bike 
lanes, but there is also the belief that if the bike lanes become completely connected and 
form a large bike network, with safer lanes and greenways, the percentage of active 
transportation users will dramatically increase, which helps with their health and also the 
environment in a positive way. I would advocate for the completion of the “regional 
greenway and bicycle network” under the Active Transportation Plan. 
 
D) Do you live in District 10? 

 
Yes. I have been living in Fairview for the last 20 years, and another 5 years before that, just 
next door, in Old Clayton Park. 
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Candidate Mohammad Ehsan Answers  
 
Affordable Housing  
 
1. We are experiencing an affordable housing crisis. The vacancy rate is just below 1%, and for 
those living with a low or moderate income, it is below 0.5%.The Housing and Homelessness 
Partnership has brought all three levels of government together with recommendations to 
improve affordable housing policies. What three policies/initiatives would you advocate for 
to  see more affordable housing in the district? 
 
There is no doubt that our city is struggling with an exceptionally low vacancy rate, leaving so 
many without basic housing. The struggle is more intense for those with low or moderate 
income. This situation must change. What does affordable mean though? Who defines it? 
Affordable for whom? Is it only a matter of affordability and accessibility or is it also about 
quality and safety of those housing options as well? According to Canadian Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation (CMHC), housing is technically considered affordable if shelter costs 
account for less than 30 % of before- tax household incomes. From my experiences of dealing 
with housing issues affecting both tenants and landlords in District 10, I understand that 
there are many complicated challenges. In theory, the concept of having a percentage of 
apartments in a few newly constructed complexes in our city being offered as affordable is 
good, however the reality of the cost is still way off from what most residents can manage. It 
is impossible for those who have limited means or live on government support to find or 
afford quality, safe, affordable, and accessible housing in the city. Without an action plan in 
place for the effective implementation of the recently approved basement apartments and 
backyard suites, I am uncertain about the success of this initiative in mitigating the affordable 
housing crisis. I am committed to the Housing First principle in alleviating homelessness and 
the housing crisis. We need to create an environment where small and medium 
entrepreneurs can invest in the housing sector by creating more affordable housing options 
for people with income at different levels. Affordable housing should be a priority for all 
levels of government. Our city needs concerted collaborative efforts with other levels of 
government and the private sector to have a broad-based plan in place dealing with this 
issue. HRM must also re-examine its outdated archaic land use by-laws to make room for 
changes affecting positive change in the sector. For low and moderate income families, 
having rent control back in place is an important step and I am going to advocate for 
provincial provisions in protecting our most vulnerable through pilot rent control and 
landlord licensing initiatives. I will also advocate for public housing in our community through 
joint initiative taken together by the federal, provincial and our Halifax Regional Municipality. 
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Pedestrian Safety  
 
2. If elected councillor, what would you do to enhance pedestrian safety in the district?  
 
Safe and accessible streets and sidewalks/crosswalks is the number one priority for my 
campaign. I would like to see the streets in our community safe for residents from all walks of 
life – seniors, kids, differently-able – everyone. Many of our streets do not have sidewalks. I 
would like to see sidewalks in our community on a priority basis. Street calming, more speed 
bumps and speed humps are other safety measures we must have in our district. We must 
upgrade our traffic management systems for enforcing regulations for more safe streets for 
pedestrians. 
 
What actions would you take to improve the following?  
 
A) Ensuring crosswalk buttons are wheelchair accessible.  

 
We must have a standardized plan in place to ensure level playing opportunities for 
everyone. I will advocate for safe and accessible streets for everyone including our 
community members who use wheelchairs. With my colleagues in the city hall, I am going to 
look for the best option possible to make crosswalks buttons wheelchair accessible and make 
it happen collaboratively. 
 
B) Ensuring public spaces and business are fully wheelchair accessible.  

 
While our city is doing reasonably well in terms of making public spaces and businesses fully 
wheelchair accessible, there is still a lot that needs to be done. I see a discrepancy in terms of 
making spaces wheelchair accessible in downtown core and our district. I will work to create 
an environment for businesses whether they are willing to take all the measures for making 
their businesses more accessible. For making the public spaces more accessible, HRM-wide 
plan must be in place. 
 
C) Ensuring the safety of students crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   

 
I am promising Fairview residents in our District to have flash-light enabled crosswalks on 
Dutch Village Road. 
 
D) Ensuring the safety of student crossing on Main Avenue and Dunbrack Street after school.   
 
More crosswalks are necessary in our school areas for student safety. I will sit down with all 
the school administration, principals and PTAs in every school in our District within the first 
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one hundred days to have a full-fledged plan for making our school areas safe 
for our students. 
 
Public Safety  
 
3.  
 
A) Regarding policing, would you support and advocate for body worn cameras for the police? 

Why or why not? 
 

Yes, I would support body worn cameras for the Halifax Regional Police and RCMP in our 
community for the simple reason of making our exchanges with police force transparent for 
everyone in the community. As a current member of the Halifax Regional Police Diversity 
Working Group, I can promise you that I will continue to advocate for body worn cameras. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for support sobering centres? Why or why not? 

 
Yes. I will support the idea of having one in our District. 
 
C) Currently the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team is available from 1PM-1AM via phone. This 

limits the time which they can offer in person intervention and support. They also do not 
respond to those voicing self-harm and/or harm on others which leaves loved ones having 
to call the police. Instead of calling the police, what alternative plan of action would you 
bring forward for those in a mental health and/or addiction crisis?  

 
Increased mental health and addiction services can only be provided with increased budget 
allocation. I will advocate for annual allocation of budgets for more services in the area. 
Increased budget is necessary for making the Mobile Mental Health Crisis Team a success. We 
need specialists dealing with crisis instead of police in every scenario. I am in favor of more 
accessible and safer injection sites in our city. 
 
Recreation  
 
4. 
 
A) The district has very limited recreational facilities or opportunities. The Canada Games 
Centre is not an affordable option for the majority. What would you propose to bring additional 
accessible and affordable recreational opportunities to the community? 
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I am in favor of making Canada Games Centre affordable for various income 
group levels. I understand there is a need for a community centre in the District. But I do not 
think it is a feasible practical idea in post-COVID recovery period to propose a new 
community centre. Making the most of our recreational facilities and making Canada Games 
Centre affordable is the best short-term solution. 
 
B) Would you support and advocate for either a splashpad or skateboard park at the Titus park? 
 
Yes, I will work on having a splashpad at the Titus Park. 
 
Streetscaping  
 
5.  
 
A) What beautification and streetscaping along Dutch Village Road, including sidewalks and bus 
stops would you advocate for? 
 
Once the Dutch Village Road functional plan is complete, which is at this stage started near 
Mumford, most of these issues will be resolved. I know there are certain limitations in the 
plan. Once elected, I will make sure that we have those limitations taken care of. There will 
be added infrastructural development such as new bus stops and sidewalks and bicycle lanes. 
 
B) There is currently only one sidewalk on Main Avenue, would you support and advocate for 
the second sidewalk for main avenue? 
 
Yes, I will not only advocate but make the second sidewalk a reality on Main Avenue. 
 
C) The LED community sign in Titus Park is only visible from one direction, it has also not been 
not working for some time, what would you do to rectify this situation? 
 
I understand the LED community sign is not operating smoothly in the community. I will 
allocate increased funding through District Funds to make sure we have double sided LED sign 
at Titus Park. 
 
Active Transport  
 
6.  What are your main concerns with active transportation in the district? How would you  
      address these concerns?  
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I am a firm believer of having the active transportation strategy working in our 
district. I will make sure that we follow the principle and Integrity Mobility Plan in making 
sure we have the right infrastructure in place for everyone, no matter which is their 
preferable transportation. Gaps in transit system has been a major concern in our district. I 
will deal with this issue first. We need more connecting bike lanes that are 
safe in our community as well. 
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